
TIMOR FRIENDSHIP COFFEE – 
FAQs  

Why the name “Timor Friendship” coffee? 

Friends of Same, based in the City of Boroondara, Melbourne, is a group that 
supports projects in the Same sub-district of East Timor.  The “Timor Friendship” 
label is used by Friends of Same, which began fundraising using coffee sales in 2002. 
Coffex Coffee Pty Ltd provides the roasting expertise, high quality product from its 
modern facilities in Melbourne and professional backup and supports our Timor 
objectives.  

What happens to the money? 

Proceeds from sales of our  “Timor Friendship 
Coffee” goes towards many projects in Same area of 
East Timor.  Some of the projects since 2002 include: 

· Refurbishment of the Rotutu village school 
building  

· Scholarships, currently to 25 students, to 
complete education and training including; 

o Teacher training 

o Vocational secondary school education 

o Agricultural and veterinary science 

· Renovation and funding of the Fuan Nabilan 
center for visually impaired young people in Same 

A number of other East Timor support groups also sell our  “Timor Friendship” coffee to 
fundraise for their own projects in East Timor. 

How much do the farmers get?  

Friends of Same, through Coffex Coffee Pty Ltd, 
provide an international market for East Timorese 
coffee farmers.  Market rates are paid for coffee, which 
provides an income that supports many Timorese 
families supplement their income.  By selling through 
Friends of Same the financial return to East Timor from 
sales of this coffee can be maximized, as we are a non-
profit, mainly volunteer group – with very little 
administrative overheads. Friends of Same has direct 
links and provide support to Timorese people at a 
grassroots level.  
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Tell me about the coffee 

· East Timor coffee was introduced by Portuguese settlers in 
about 1812, and much of it is “heirloom coffee” derived from 
very old varieties; 

· As a coffee grown in the “wild” rather than plantations, it is 
“de facto organic”: artificial fertilisers and pesticides are not 
part of the tradition; 

· It is 100% Timorese Arabica beans, the highest quality coffee 
grown.  

· Our Coffee blend is roasted and ground in Melbourne by 
Coffex Coffee Pty Ltd, with input from coffee consultants 
Ewan and Craig McKenzie. 

· The result is a medium bodied blend, with a full, sweet, 
rebounding flavour and good aftertaste. 

Why support East Timor? 

East Timor, located north west of 
Darwin and one of Australia’s closest 
neighbours, is one of the world’s newest 
nations – and also one of the world’s 
poorest.  At the end of a long era of 
occupation by Indonesia, East Timor 
was devastated by violence and the 
destruction of basic infrastructure, and 
has since faced civil unrest.  Yet the 
East Timorese are optimistic about their 
fledgling and hard-fought democracy. 
East Timor faces many challenges 
including low levels of literacy, high 
levels of child malnutrition and 
mortality with current life expectancy at 
60.   

There is an important connection to Australia.  Tens of thousands of Timorese people died 
supporting Australian soldiers during the Second World War, and many Australians feel that it 
is a national duty to support the East Timorese people in return. 

How do I purchase Timor Friendship Coffee? 

A list of retail stockists and information on how to order wholesale are available on our website 
http://www.friendsofsame.org or email coffee@friendsofsame.org 

 
    (UPDATED MAY 2009)          
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